SID

An
Coimisiun
Pleanala

Observation on a Strategic
Infrastructure Development

Observer’s details

Application

1. Observer’s details (person making the observation)

If you are making the observation, write your full name and address.

If you are an agent completing the observation for someone else, write the

observer’s details:

(@) Observer’s
name

(b) Observer’s
postal address

Agent’s details

Nick Kyrillou, Andreas Kyrillou, Stella Merchant, Jordan
Merchant

Cloonalaghan Carrowmore Lacken Ballina F26 N9 D7

2. Agent’s details (if applicable)

If you are an agent and are acting for someone else on this observation,

please also write your

If you are not using an

details below.

agent, please write “Not applicable” below.

(a) Agent’'s name

(b) Agent’s postal
address

Click or tap here to enter text.
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Postal address for letters

3. During the process to decide the application, we will post information and
items to you or to your agent. For this current application, who should

we write to? (Please tick v' one box only)

You (the observer) at the v The agent at the postal
postal address in Part 1 address in Part 2 =

Details about the proposed development

4. Please provide details about the current application you wish to make an

observation.

(@) An Coimisiun Pleanala case number for the current application (if
available)
(for example: 300000)

324258

(b) Name or description of proposed development

16 Wind Turbines

(c) Location of proposed development

(for example: 1 Main Street, Baile Fearainn, Co Abhaile)

Lacken
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Observation details

5. Grounds
Please describe the grounds of your observation (planning reasons and
arguments). You can type or write them in the space below. There is no
word limit as the box expands to fit what you write.
You can also insert photographs or images in this box. (See part 6 —

Supporting materials for more information).

Dear Sir/Madam,

| am writing as a resident of the area within proximity to the proposed
Tirawley Wind Farm project, submitted by Constant Energy Limited, to
formally lodge my objection to this Strategic Infrastructure Development
application. This development poses significant and irreversible risks to the
local environment, biodiversity and local residents. In particular the proposal
threatens critical habitats for protected species such as the Hen Harrier,
involves substantial habitat removal including over 4 km of hedgerow, and
raises serious concerns regarding visual impact, traffic disruption, and
inadequate community consultation. These issues, coupled with
shortcomings in the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, justify a
refusal of permission for this project. Having reviewed the public information
provided and engaged with the community consultation materials, | wish to
raise the following concerns:

1. Residential and Property Impact

The proposed wind turbines are located uncomfortably close to existing
homes. Despite the stated 540m buffer, the visual impact, noise pollution,
and potential shadow flicker effects will significantly disrupt our residential
amenity and quality of life. There is also a genuine concern about the likely
devaluation of property prices due to proximity to large-scale industrial
turbines. (Reference: Appendix 1.6 Community Engagement Report, Pages

7-13)
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5. Grounds

2. Site Suitability and Landscape Impact

The location has been described as scattered and not suitable for a
development of this scale. The area includes sensitive landscapes, visible
from the Wild Atlantic Way and other designated scenic routes, which would
be adversely affected by this wind farm. The visual intrusion on the unique
coastal and rural landscape is unacceptable and contrary to the policies
outlined in the Mayo County Development Plan regarding landscape
protection and visual amenities. (Reference: Mayo County Council
submission, EIAR Chapter 17 - Traffic and Transport, Pages 9-10; Planning
Statement, Pages 69-71)

3. Environmental and Ecological Concerns

The site includes sensitive habitats such as blanket bogs and areas with
ecological significance under the Habitats Directive. The large volumes of
peat to be extracted and the disturbance to these habitats could have long-
term detrimental effects on biodiversity and peatland restoration efforts.
(Reference: Appendix 1.6 Community Engagement Report, Pages 13-14;
Planning Statement, Pages 69-71)

4. Impact on Hen Harrier Habitat

| am particularly concerned about the impact of the proposed development
on the hen harrier, an Annex | protected species under the EU Birds
Directive and one whose Irish population has declined significantly in recent
years. The EIAR acknowledges that hen harriers are present within the
study area and that the site provides suitable autumn and winter foraging
habitat. The site contains a combination of blanket bog, scrub, wet
grassland, semi-improved grassland and hedgerow networks, all of which

are important habitats for foraging and roosting hen harriers. Of particular

concern is that a winter hen harrier roost was recorded within the study
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5. Grounds

area, yet no comprehensive winter roost survey appears to have been
undertaken across the wind farm site itself. The applicant&#39;s roost
surveys focused primarily on areas outside the development footprint,
despite evidence that hen harriers utilise habitats within the proposed
development area. In the absence of a robust assessment of winter
roosting activity, it is difficult to conclude that the impacts on this protected
species have been fully assessed. The development will result in the
permanent loss and fragmentation of habitats used by hen harriers,
including substantial hedgerow removal, loss of blanket bog habitat,
forestry felling and the construction of extensive site roads and
infrastructure. While mitigation is proposed, there remains uncertainty as to
whether replacement habitats can adequately replicate the ecological value
of the habitats being lost, particularly in the short to medium term. | am also
concerned about the cumulative effects of habitat loss, construction
disturbance and operational displacement. Research has shown that hen
harriers may avoid otherwise suitable habitat in the vicinity of operational
turbines, resulting in a reduction in available foraging area. The application
does not appear to adequately assess or mitigate this displacement effect.
Given the conservation status of the species, the acknowledged presence
of suitable habitat and recorded winter roosting activity within the study
area, | do not believe sufficient scientific certainty has been provided to
demonstrate that the proposed development will not adversely affect the
hen harrier population using this landscape. The precautionary principle
should therefore apply.

5. Traffic and Infrastructure Impact

The construction phase will bring significant disruption to the local road
network due to the delivery of abnormal loads and turbine components. The

existing roads will require widening and modifications that will impact local
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5. Grounds

traffic flow and road safety. The scale of this impact has not been
adequately mitigated in the proposal. (Reference: EIAR Chapter 17 - Traffic
and Transport, Pages 6-10; Appendix 1.6 Community Engagement Report,
Pages 11-12)

6. Community and Socio-Economic Issues

While | acknowledge the need for renewable energy and some regional
economic benefits, the socio-economic impact on sustainable family farms
and local amenities is concerning. The proposal does not sufficiently
address the community’s needs or provide clear, direct benefits to local
residents. The proposed community benefit package remains vague and
unconvincing. (Reference: Appendix 1.6 Community Engagement Report,
Pages 7-14)

7. Cumulative Impact and Strategic Considerations

The project overlaps with areas where other developments are planned or
existing, increasing cumulative environmental, visual, and infrastructural
pressures. The scale and height of modern turbines, as noted by Mayo
County Council, raise questions about the suitability of this site compared to
previous assessments. (Reference: Mayo County Council submission,

EIAR Chapter 17, Pages 9-10)

8. On the subject of inheritance of private homes in Co Mayo and residents
with disabilities.

Jordan Marchant is the grandson of Mr A. Kyrillou and nephew of Mr N.
Kyrillou and the son of Stella Marchant.

He is mentally impaired with Autism and ADHD. We have collectively as a

family made sure that our property will give him somewhere to live in the

future. He is very unlikely to find employment or be self-sufficient to find
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5. Grounds

living accommodation this inheritance will safeguard him and he will not
become a burden to the state.

Jordan is hypersensitive to sensory stimuli, sounds, visual flickering and
other unusual movements such as the blade movement on a turbine.
Authorities must conduct rigorous project specific environmental impact in
regards to the blade flickering. The swish noise and the visual impact that
effects people like Jordan. He has a right to live safety without the invasion
of the turbine farm effecting his health and wellbeing. when Jordan will have
to visit a doctor or hospital is there going to be route available to travel on

that will not affect him and others with similar mental health issues.

In conclusion, we respectfully submit that the proposed Tirawley Wind Farm
project is not appropriate for this location due to the significant negative
impacts on residential amenity, local landscape, ecology, infrastructure, and
the community. | urge An Coimisiun Pleanala to refuse permission for this
development in the interests of proper planning and sustainable

development.

Thank you for considering my submission.
Yours faithfully,
Nick Kyrillou

Andrew Kiyrillou, Stella Marchant and Jordan Marchant
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Supporting materials

6. If you wish, you can include supporting materials with your observation.

Supporting materials include:

e photographs,

° plans,

e  surveys,

e drawings,

. digital videos or DVDs,
. technical guidance, or

e other supporting materials.

You can insert photographs and similar items in your observation details:

grounds (part 5 of this form).

If your supporting materials are physical objects, you must send them
together with your observation by post or deliver it in person to our office.

You cannot use the online uploader facility.

Fee

7. You must make sure that the correct fee is included with your
observation.
Observers (except prescribed bodies)
e strategic infrastructure observation is €50.

e there is no fee for an oral hearing request
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Oral hearing request

8. If you wish to request the Coimisiun to hold an oral hearing, please tick

the “Yes, | wish to request an oral hearing” box below.

You can find information on how to make this request on our website or

by contacting us.

If you do not wish to request an oral hearing, please tick the “No, | do not

wish to request an oral hearing” box.

Yes, | wish to request an oral hearing

No, | do not wish to request an oral hearing X

Final steps before you send us your observations

9. If you are sending us your observation using the online uploader
facility, remember to save this document as a Microsoft word or PDF
and title it with:

e the case number and your name, or
e the name and location of the development and your name.

This also applies to prescribed bodies sending an observation by email.

If you are sending your observation to us by post or delivering in person,
remember to print off all the pages of this document and send it to us.
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